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Set your intention:
•

A goal I have is …

•

I want to accomplish …

Design with the end in mind
Dilemma, Issue or Question (DIQ)
What is the “big idea”?

Learning Goals
What do you want your students
to know and do?

Tasks
What assignments/activities will
your students do?

Assessment
How will you know if your students
are successful?

Reflect
What worked? What can be improved?

Adapted from Understanding by Design by Wiggins & McTighe

G: What is the real-world goal in the scenario?
R: What is the student’s role?
A: Who is the audience?
S: What is your situation or audience?
P: What product will the student generate?
S: What are the standards for evaluation?
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EXAMPLES: Less Transparent
Sample A

/field

adapted from AAC&U VALUE Rubrics
www.aacu.org/value-rubrics

Sample B

http://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
mary-ann.winkelmes@unlv.edu
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EXAMPLES: More Transparent
Criteria for success: Please see the attached rubric.

COLA100E Interview Assignment, UNLV
Katharine Johnson

Used by permission of Katharine Johnson.

Sample C

adapted from AAC&U VALUE Rubrics
www.aacu.org/value-rubrics

Sample D

Used by permission of Alison Sloat.

http://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
mary-ann.winkelmes@unlv.edu
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Transparent Teaching
What is Transparency?
Transparent teaching and learning methods explicitly focus on how and why
students are learning course content in particular ways.

Transparency in Learning and Teaching (TILT) Project
Mary-Ann Winkelmes, University of Nevada – Las Vegas
•
•
•
•
•

national research project
faculty implement transparent teaching
promotes college students' success
greater benefits for underserved and first-generation
join project at https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning

How transparent are your assignments?
•
Pair with someone outside your discipline.
•
The less they know about what you teach the better.
Person A:
Describe assignment to your partner(s).
Person B:
Listen as if you are a novice student. Provide feedback using these prompts:
Purpose
Five years after taking the course …
•
What essential knowledge should students retain from doing this assignment?
•
What skills should students be able to perform from doing this assignment?
•
Why are these important to students?
Task
As a novice, list the steps you’d take to do the assignment
Criteria
As a novice …
•
Are you confident you are doing the task effectively?
•
Are you confident you are doing excellent work?
•
Do you have annotated good examples?

SWITCH & REPEAT

Transparent Assignment Design
Assignment:
Due Date:
Purpose:

Skills

Knowledge

Task:

Criteria for Success:

