
How do I integrate a third party learning platform and content in 
Canvas? 
 

1. Canvas offers the option to integrate third-party learning platforms from a variety of publishers 
such as Cengage, Pearson, and McGraw-Hill.  If you would like to integrate one of these third-
party platforms by providing links to your readings, assignments, etc. within your Canvas course, 
you must first add the appropriate page to your navigation panel.  Select “Settings” and click the 
Navigation tab to access the course navigation settings.  Then, drag and drop your desired 
platform from the bottom list to the top list and click the “Save” button.  Note that although 
items in the bottom list are hidden from students, the third-party platform page will only be 
accessible by the instructor when added to the top navigation list.  

 

 
 
 



2. The example in this workshop integrates with Cengage’s MindTap platform.  After clicking save, 
the “Cengage” link appears on the navigation menu.  From the Cengage page, click the “ADD 
HOMEWORK PLATFORM” button. 

 

 
 
 

3. A list of MindTap courses will appear.  If you do not see the MindTap platform for your course, 
contact your Cengage representative to have it added.  Once you have found the MindTap 
platform for your course, click the “LINK TO COURSE” button. 

 

 
 
 

4. If you have already built a master course in MindTap (which is recommended if you are teaching 
multiple sections), then select the “Link to an existing course” option, select the appropriate 
course name, enter the course information, and click “CONTINUE”.  You can also create a new 
MindTap course from this page or, if you have already built the course in MindTap, copy from a 
course key or link to that existing course. 

 



 
 
 

5. Next, choose your gradebook settings.  The “Add activity score” option should be chosen if you 
Canvas gradebook includes assignments both from Canvas and MindTap.  Select “Add overall 
scores” if you only use the MindTap gradebook and would like those grades reported in Canvas.  
Note that if you use the Canvas gradebook for both Canvas and MindTap assignments, the point 
system in MindTap must match what you are using in Canvas.  For example, if you convert the 
points to display as percentages in the Canvas gradebook, Canvas will still calculate averages 
using the point system from MindTap for those assignments.  Click the “CONTINUE” button to 
complete the integration process. 

 



 
 
 

6. Once your MindTap course has been linked, you can now add the MindTap content to your 
course modules.  Click the “Cengage” link on the navigation menu to view your MindTap 
platform and click the “SELECT CONTENT” button. 

 

 
 
 



7. From the content selection list, click the content you would like to add to your Canvas course 
then click the “CONTINUE” button. 

 

 
 
 

8. On the “Modules” page, the selected MindTap assignments will appear in their own module 
(below all existing modules).  However, you can move them to an existing module by dragging 
and dropping each assignment to the appropriate area. 

 



   
 
 

9. After you have moved all the MindTap assignments to the appropriate modules, you can delete 
the MindTap module by clicking the options icon (3 dots) from the module header and selecting 
“Delete.” 

 

 
 
 



10. If you are using assignment groups in your course, click the “Assignments” link on the navigation 
menu and drag and drop the MindTap assignments to the appropriate groups.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


